The Danube under pressure – role play Curriculum alignment
· Geography
· Biology
· Education for sustainable development
· German

Handout
The task description on page 2 is suitable for printing for the students.
Tip
Before this activity, the slide set “The Danube – ecosystem and lifeline” is suitable as a thematic introduction and subject-related input.
Target groups
· Upper secondary level
· Universities / universities of applied sciences


Duration
2 lessons

Type of activity
Group work and plenary session: role play, discussion
Learning objectives
Students are able to …
· describe the Danube as a complex, interconnected ecosystem.
· explain conflicts of use between humans and nature.
· weigh up and justify sustainable measures.
· reflect on decisions and assess their ecological consequences.
Difficulty

40


The Danube under pressure – role play
Scenario:“In a section of the Danube, an existing hydroelectric power plant is to be expanded and modernised. At the same time, it is known that biodiversity has declined and floodplain areas have been lost. What should happen to this section of the Danube?”

Role allocation (5 groups): 
· 🌿Nature conservation organisation: The Danube is a habitat; species are the main focus.
 What consequences does the expansion of the power plant have for animals, plants and habitats?
· ⚡Energy / hydropower: The Danube supplies renewable energy.
How can energy be generated in a way that is secure and sustainable in the long term?
· 🚢Shipping and economy: The Danube is a transport and economic area.
What impact does the expansion have on transport, jobs and trade?40

· 🧑‍🌾Agriculture / local residents: The Danube is the basis for use and livelihoods.
How does this affect our basis for living and working?
· 🏛️Politics / administration: All interests must be taken into account.
Which solution is viable for the majority?

Task for the groups:
· Prepare 1–2 key statements for your role.
· Consider: What exactly are we demanding – and why?

Discussion: round table on the Danube
Representatives’ discussion: each group delegates one representative.

Observation task for the rest of the class
During the discussion, observe and note key points on the following questions:
· Which interests are in conflict?
· Which arguments relate to ecology?
· Which arguments relate to use / economic aspects?
· Was a compromise reached – or why not?

Guidance for teachers

Discussion: round table on the Danube:
Round 1: statements (What is, from my point of view, the biggest problem?)

Round 2: open discussion
Moderation questions:
· “Where do your interests conflict?”
· “Which measure would harm you – and which could you support?”
· “How does this affect the situation in the long term?”
· “Who would be negatively affected by this proposal?”

Round 3: reaching common ground
“Which measure could you jointly support? “
✔ it may be a compromise
✔ it may be imperfect – this is precisely what is realistic
Tip: Do not steer the discussion towards the “technically correct” answer. Instead, guide it through questions. The goal is to weigh up options, not to arrive at a perfect solution.

Reflection with the class
Possible guiding questions:
· What did you notice while observing?
· Which perspective was heard the most / the least? Who had to make concessions?
· Was it possible to balance interests?
· What does “sustainable” mean in this case?
· Is there a single “right” solution?
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