How far does my clothing travel?
Type of activity
Individual, pair or small group work


Duration
30 minutes to 1 lesson
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How far does my clothing travel?Tips for teachers
The task on the following page 2 is suitable for printing as a handout for lessons.
Guidance for implementation can be found on p. 3.

Learning objectives
· Pupils can identify the countries of origin of their clothing using labels.
· They can research transport routes and means of transport and understand them geographically.
· They can illustrate the global supply chain of a product using an example.
· Pupils learn the basic use of an online emissions calculator.
Difficulty


Links to the curriculum
· Geography
· Business studies
· Education for sustainable development


Target groups
· Lower secondary level



Investigate as a team where your clothing comes from and how far it has travelled before reaching you. Use a world map, research means of transport, and reflect on the impacts.
1. Examine the labels of 1–2 items of clothing and note the countries of origin.
2. Mark the countries on a world map and look at possible transport routes.
3. Research which means of transport could be used to transport the clothing and which type of transport causes more emissions.
4. Create a poster or presentation with your results.
5. Discuss the reflection questions as a team.

Tip: Use the EcoTransit online emissions calculator:
https://www.ecotransit.org/en/
Here you can compare transport routes using different means of transport, including distance.
For entering data, you will need the names or addresses of international airports, ports, and terminals. Research these online in advance.

Item of clothing ……………………….: Means of transport and travel route
	Section: transport from - to
	Means of transport
	Distance (km)
	Notes

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Reflection questions
· Why is clothing transported such long distances?
· What effects does this have on the environment and climate?
· What alternatives could there be (e.g. local production, second-hand)?
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