


Ask an AI about the logistics of the future
Tips for implementation:
Encourage critical analysis: What sounds plausible? Where are sources missing or unclear? Are the source references correct?
Promote discussions about opportunities and risks of using AI.
Handout for teaching:
The task description on the following page 2 is suitable for printing as a handout for teaching.
Learning objectives
· Students recognise concrete applications of AI in logistics, e.g. in planning, warehouse management and automation.
· Students formulate targeted questions for an AI and critically evaluate the answers.
· Students reflect on opportunities and risks of using AI (e.g. efficiency vs data protection).
Difficulty


Curriculum alignment
· Geography
· Business studies
· Digital education

Target groups
· Upper secondary level
· Vocational schools

Type of activity
Individual or pair work

Duration
30 minutes to 1 lesson (also suitable as homework)
40


Ask an AI about the logistics of the future

 Choose a topic area from sustainable logistics, for example:
· Sustainable route planning along the Danube
· Multimodal transport (ship–rail–road)
· CO₂ reduction in goods transport
· Using AI to shift transport to inland waterway and rail
· Digital and AI-supported port and transhipment planning
· AI as support in addressing the shortage of skilled workers in ports and logistics centres40


Formulate three targeted questions (prompts), that you ask an AI (e.g. ChatGPT, Microsoft Copilot).
Examples:
“How can AI help to shift more goods transport from road to the Danube?”
“What role does AI play in planning multimodal transport (combining ship, rail and lorry)?”
“What risks are associated with using AI in transport planning?”

Analyse the answers critically:
· What advantages are mentioned?
· What risks or ethical questions arise?
· How credible and understandable are the answers?

Create a short presentation (e.g. PowerPoint) including the following content:
· Selected topic and the three questions
· Summary of the AI responses
· Your own assessment: opportunities and challenges
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